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XV, A fupplementary Letier on the Identity of the Species of the
Dog, Wolf, and Jackal; from John Hunter, Efg. F. R. §.
addrefed to Sir Joleph Banks, Bars. P. R, S.

Read April g0, 1589,

1R,

¥ N the year 1987 I had the honour of prefenting to this learned

Society, a Paper to prove the Wolf, the Jackal, and the Dog to

be of the fame {pecies. But as the complete proof of the Wolf

being a Dog, which confifted in the half-bred puppy breeding
again, had not been under my own infpection, although {uffi-
ciently well authenticated, I faved a female of one of the half-
bred puppies, mentioned in that Paper, in hopes of being my-
felf a witnefs of the fact; but when the period of impregna-

tion arrived, ws unluckily miffed that opportunity. However,
another half-bred puppy has had young, which is equally

fatisfaCtory to me as if my own had bred, JouN Symmons,

Efq.of Milbank, has had a female Wolf in his poffeffion for fome

time, who was lined by a Dog, and brought forth feveral pup-

pies, which I had the honour of feeing with you. This was a
very fthort time after the brood had been produced by Mr.

Gouca’s Wolf, the fubje&t of my former Paper, therefore the

puppies were nearly of an age with mine. ‘Thefe puppies Mr.

Symmons has reared ; only one of them was a female, and the
had much more of the mother or Wolf in her than any of
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the reft of the fame litter. I communicated my with to Mr.
SYMMONSs, that either his puppy or mine thould prove the fa&
to our own knowledge ; which he immediately, with great rea-
dinefs, acceded to. On the 16th, 17th, and 18th of Decem-
ber, 1788, this bitch was lined by a Dog, and on the 18th of
February the brought eight puppies, all of which fhe now
rears. If we reckon from the 16th of December, the went
fixty-four dayss; but if we reckon from the 17th, the mean
time, then it is fixty-three days, the ufual time for a bitch to
go with pup. Thefe puppies are the fecond remove from the
Wolf and Dog, fimilar to that given by my Lord CLANBRASS
s1L to the Earl of PEMBRrOKE, which bred again. (See Philofo-
phical TranfaQtions, Vol. LXXVIL p. 255.) It would have
proved the fame fact if the had been lined by either a Wolf, a
Dog, or one of the males of her own litter.

I may juft remark here, that the Wolf feems to have only one
time in the year for impregnation natural to her, and thatis in the
month of December ; for every time Mr.Gouen’s Wolf has been
in heat was in this month, and it proves to be the fame month in
which Mr. Symmons’s Wolf was in heat ; for his half-bred
Wolf is nearly of the fame age with mine, and the time the
was in heat was alfo the fame with that of her own mother,
and the prefent brood correfponds in time with the brood of
Mr. Gover’s Wolf.

Iam, &c.
JOHN HUNTER.



